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PSALM xcv. , 2. 


O come, let Us Ang unto the Lord, let us Fear ks - 
ly rejoice in the Stren oth of our Salvation 
Let us come before his Preſence with Thankſ: 

giving, let us ſhew our ſeives glad in him 
with Pſalms. 


R A ISE and dats are * moſt 
pleaſing Incenſe that Man can offer; or 
the Deity will vouchfafe to receive. T his is 


the End of the Creation; — This the general 
Voice 


- * 


ee 


* 


32 


: wiſe Creator to Lon; 


Vaige of } ature This t he Harmon 
Connexion of both Worlds. F zor. —if to 


the H, eavens 
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1 owers therein con- 


* 


tinually do cry, all the Earth doth worſhip 


e, the Father Everlaſting. All thy Works 


animate or inanimate bleſs T hee, and praiſe 


- Thee, 


and magnify Thee for ever. 
Birds of the Air 1 


Beaſts of the Field 


The 
Song, the 


no other Voice than to 
proclaim Thy Praiſe. The mute Inhabitants 
. the gs: roy breath forth 


tin guiſhing Prerogative I pa by his all 


. 


are inexha 


bo 


Him; and to tell of all 


are an ball 1 Jt 
with all the Powers and Faculties of his Soul 
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in any Degree to acknowledg ge extraordinaty 
undeſerved Favours, and unexpected Delive- | 
rances } yet ſmall as the Tribute is, Gratitude | 
will be an Oblation: which God will not dif- 
dain to accept. 


| Grateful W ever grateful let us be 
for the crouded Succeſſion of Victories which 
zhis Day's Solemnity calls upon us to comme- 
morate; but in what Language can we with 
greater Propriety expreſs ourſelves than in that 
of the inſpired Writers, Theſe were JV. icrories, 
which none but the Lord of Hoſts could give; ; 
for, One chaſed a Thouſand, and Two put 
Ten is. e Zo 3 | 


« How gen FR fs the Feet of then 
© who have brought good Tidings I And from 
what Quarter of the Globe have not good Ti- 
dings arrived? Our Meſſengers, like thoſe of 
1 1 8 ene] | Jol, 
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15 marvellous in our 58 ol a ee 


dangerous, mo 
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ob, but far diſgerent their Tale, baer doch 


ſucceeded each other; and while One was yet 


ſpeaking, and reed the glorious Field of 
Minden another comes, and the Capital | 


and ſtrong, Holds of America ate fallen into 
our Hands, This is the Lord 8 Doing, and it 


. * Ks "=... F * 


: N 4 f % 3 * i k 8 * * 13 * 9%, 4 +. 4 4 
4 1 a C4 & 349 , i 6 $- : Z £ £ 
4 P 80 . 9 - 8 we al £ Y 4A 9 8 * 3 F I « 4 * } * 1 8 *% 


"Never can estas be ſoon: more ops 
zouſly; never can Man appear more weak 
Times of Dangers, Difficulties, and 


than in 
Diſtreſſes and. 


when Nation riſeth up againſt N ation when 
Laws divine and human loſe their juſt Au- 
thority---when Property has no Security,--- 


when the ſacred Ties of Reli igion are violated, 
—and when Life itſelf n no Prote gion. if 


* * iS . 8 5 7 N . "7 : > " hs. Xt 1 Fl 4 k K 
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To deprive: Us: fag our t 9 


Bight, to introduce a moſt arbitrary Govern- 
ment, 


ve diffeult, and diſtreſifcl, than 


* 
5 


2 


3 


before the Houſe of Coumons. ©» | 
ment, and to eſtabliſh a moſt idolatrous Re- 
ligion ; and to give us Chains for the Liberty 8 


we now enjoy, has been the Plan of our Ene- 
my, and if human skill or Power could have 


effected it— 59% « who nov contend with us had _ 


long fince been Lords over us. For, People of 


different Laws, Religion, Cuſtoms, and even. 
from the remoteſt Diſtance, have by them been 


brought and cemented together, with the ſame 
Labour and Difficulty as Bodies are com- 


pounded of heterogeneous Particles, to co- 


2 and act with W 8 But, 


Tm doth Diſappoin tment 1 e 
Diſgrace give Edge to Revenge and Reſent- 


ment? What Preparations are they now ma- 
king to ſet the Battle again in muy in all its 


Horrors 7. 


Secure of Conqueſt, and relying on the 
1 | Arm 
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1 
* 4 ? ; mos” 6 


ago fwallowe us up. But it hath 
_ Almighty to raiſe up a Ki 


„ 
* 


— 


LET 4 


fections, and hath beſto 
ions which anſwer to them; Z| 


1 


before the Houſe of Comntons. "mn 
Fear and Love naturally ariſe from a $6 


vout Contemplation of that Power, which 
alone 1s able to Kill, or to ſave alive; 3 


Hope and Faith will look up to that Wi; 1 
_ which nee = Cauſes and all Events ; ; 


Truſt nk Confidence cannot but rely's on 


Os Goodneſs, which is always dif} playing it- 


felf over che Works of the Creation. | 


"What then but 10 bl carelefs latent 
the moſt ſupine Negligence, or an abſolute 
Unbelief, can hinder us from the continual Ex- 


erciſe of ſame or other of theſe Duties? If we 


reflect on our Exiſtence, we ſhall find that we 
were made and endued with Intelligence by 
our All- beneficent Creator, that He might 


communicate his Goodneſs to us in proportion 
to what our Nature is capable of receiving. 
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70 add. one Cubit to l. ale ;—ſurpaſt by 
the Beaſts in Strength and Activity---and in 


all his Pride and Glory else by the Lilly 
of the Piel 3 


IR duch a Being - find out, or carry on aber 
a various and intricate Series of Cauſes, proper 


and fit Means for the Attainment of any © one 
the leafs Gitant End? 


3 ſach by bis Sten 00 Way Fa fd 
Reſource ? Inall his Ways let him but acknow- 
| ledge God, and be ſhall dect bis Pac. 


Various are the Paths of Life, and the In- 
tricacies and Labyrinths of them far too many 
and too perplexing for human Conduct or 
Wiſdom. Not only therefore in the general 

Plan, not only in the great Outlines, but in 
every leſs and minuter Parts of Conduct, in 
1 
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our private Intercourſe with each other, in all 
our Purſuits and Engagements, in all our De- 
figns and Intereſts," Cd ſhould never be for- 
gotten. - All our Thoughts, Words, and Ac- 
tions, ſhould conſtantly be directed to our Ma- 
ker, Preſerver and Benefactor; therefore ought 
all our Meaſures to be ſuch as we are ſure that 
God will approve, and then all our pious En- 
deavours will be crowned with Succeſs; for 
which our e and Adoration will be 
con! —_— nas 8 


| as Sctictice: as WER as Individuals are 
caquall/ Children of one great Family, and con- 
ſequently claim one common Father. The 
Origin and Eſtabliſhment, the Continuation 
and Preſervation of States and Empires ;--- 
their Revolutions and Declenſions,—their Fall 
ane Deſtruction, are moſt ftupendous Marks of - 
the divine Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, And 
_ that 


_ araples of People who have long left the The- 


various Periods of Time, has one while been 


before the Houſe of Qian. 15 
that we might not be ignor 


which brought Proſperity or Misfortunes to 


paſt Ages and Nations, Sacred Hiftory, that 
faithful Clue, will guide and conduct us to Ex- 


Conduct and Adminiſtration of thoſe ancient 


Governments, the Hand of Providence, in 


darkly traced out at N more clearly 
diſcern'd ;---but in that of the Fews---it con- 
tinually ſhone out in meridian Luſtre, For 
this Oeconomy not only had its Being from 


the divine Lawgiver himſelf ; but was promul- 


cated to the Children of I/rael with all the 

Awe and Splendour of heavenly Majeſty; and 

God vouchſafed his Preſence in the Top of the 

Mount while his Servant Moſes was delivering 

the Lawto his People at the Foot of it. What a 
| diſtin- 


W 
R 


ſtir — ng uk va, this of the P avour and 


w ich were [officerd; iow aber my Fi 


indeed, and keep my Covenant, then ye Hall be a 


peculiar 77 reaſure to Me above all People; for 
all the Earth is mine. And the more effectually | 
to ſecure them in their Allegiance and Duty; 


to guard them from Iaolatry, the fatal 


Source of all Wickedneſs; the Being of one' 
true God was laid down as the firſt Object for 


| d the Foundation, and Corner- 
Ninn of their Religion, Laws, and Govern- 
ment. And that this governing Principle ' 
night "a cee kept alive in their Minds, 
God frequently revealed Himſelf to them in | 


Oracles and Appearances, yet—no Means 
| were ſufficient to reſtrain this rebellious Peo- 

ple; and Laws, like the Cords on the Hands 
of Samſon, had not Strength enough to bind 
"you: For ſuch was their en that 


ttt almoſt 


ore the ele Commons. 2 


rec eiving * 6 "aw eren — * was It malt 
particularly forbidden by it. Murmurings, 
Rebellions, and even Infidelity itſelf, were 
the Conſequences of their idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip of the Golden GC aif. But to reclaim them, 
and (if poſſible} to draw them back from their 
Errors and Vices, God was pleaſed to raiſe up 
Prophets among them, who uſed the greateſt 
Freedom in admoniſhing, in threatening, and 
upbraiding them for their Ingratitude; but 
when theſe Means had no Efficacy, when theſe 
Arts could not avail—Tyrants,were ſtirred up, 
thoſe Scourges of the Almighty, who brought 
War and Devaſtation into their Country, who 
treated them with the utmoſt Rigor and Bar- 
barity, who loaded them with Chains and 
made a Mockery of their Miſeries and Cala- 
mities. Even then, if in their Diſtreſs they 
cried unto the Lord, He was ever near, ever 

5 55 ready 


a 1 wh e eee all their 
Troubles. But whenever they lived, and con- 
tinued in the Ways of Vittue, Piety and Obe- 
dirnce, the certain Conſequence. was fome 
Se Diſtinction as thee divine Favout and 
eQtiva. If at Wat, they were ſucceſsful 
and d triumphant 3 if in Peace, the Bleſſings 
f- Plenty, Union and Harmony attended 
thei and the choiceſt Gifts of Heaven were 
don ed d un them. But too o often when. 
ads 3 8 1 = 48550 — 166 Rock of 5 | 
Saluutium. At length the Repetitions of their 
Wickedneſſes were fo frequent, their Proroca- 
tions ſo inſulting, that God in his higheſt I Dil- 
pleaſure caſt them. off; and as the worſt of Pu- 
niſhments, and the heavieſt of Judgments, He 
finally gave them up to follow their own 
Wills and Inclinations; inevitable Ruin was 
ſoen the Confequence : and their own. unpa- 
Ws ralelled 


before the Houſe of Commons, 19 


ralelled Deſtruction came from, __ 82 1 
e about 405 — 2 = 


- How long did Me (ea in behalf 
obſtinate and Gnful People, how u 


in. 
God deſcribed by the Prophets — them 
up to Juſtice | But had he not finally been 
avenged of ſuch a Nation, had not their Pu- 
niſhments been as extraordinary as their Crimes, 


his Wiſdom, or Power, would have been im 
peached, which do now, and for ever will 
ſtand manifeſt, clear, and wonderful to all fu: 
ture Generations. The Hiſtory of the Fews, 
is in Fact one continued Hiſtory of the 
Mercy and Goodneſs, the Wiſdom and Power 
of God, and happy for them would it have 
been, had theſe divine Attributes brought 
forth in them the pleaſing and grateful Fruits 

of Love and Fear, of Hope and Faith, of 
Obedience and Dependence ; but alas! a 


C 2 Feu 
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Few! 2 Breaſt was far too rugged a Soil dor the 
tender Plant of Gratitude to thrive in, and in 
whatever | Breaſt that Virtue does not thrive, 
every rank Vice will deeply ſtrike its Root, 
and ſpread its baneful Inffuence. How inju- 
rious the Effects of it to human Society how 
deeply do we poor Mortals feel when we have 
beſtowed a Favour or a Kindneſs, and find it 
unreturned, unthanked for, or forgotten 
how | ſevere the Stroke of Neglect and 
Contempt, where Thanks and Acknowledg- 
ments ſhould be paid! If ſuch be or: Sen- 
ſations in the little Intercourſes and Concerns 

5 which de have with each other; and where 
too we are all upon a Level, how muſt the 
Almighty feel (who can only be faid to feel 
on our Accounts) from the daily Provocations 
of Jogratitude, which he receives from his 
Creature Man. And ſuch are the: Returns 

; wo the conſtant and higheſt Obligations which 


he 


before the Houſe of Coutons. 2x 


hiya is daily loading him with shall Favours 
be deſpiſed then, becauſe they are common? 
why don't we refuſe to breath the common 
Air, or take our daily Food, for they are the 
conſtant Gifts of one great and all- -gracious 
Benefactor. For want of due Reflection on 
God and himſelf, Man neglects his Duty and 


forgets his Dependence and Situation in the 


Scale of Beings. Were he but often accuſtomed 
to meditate (too often he cannot) on the im- 
menſe Diſtance between himſelf and his Cre- 
ator, he would learn 20 walk humbly with his 


God; but though a Worm be his Siſter yet 


would he find himſelf allied to Angels, and 


connected with the Deity—conſcious then of 


the Dignity of his Nature, he would never 
heſitate to offer up his Homage and Worſhip 
to the Author of it. But ſhould an unguarded 
Moment drive this Reflection from his Mind 
Cas ſoon as he caſt his Eyes on the Works 


of 


n * 
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bi 


© Nature, the pleaſing Ideas of Gratitude 


in his moſ} private Tranſactions, he cok not 
be inſenſible with the leaſt Glance of Thought, 


| condudted to their 6 


FP rere eee . 
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would return,—And were he to contemplate 
the adorable Plan of Revelation, Hymns of 


' Praiſe and Adoration would inceſſantly, and 


involuntarily burſt from him; and even 


dar God e over human ie; = 


nagement of any Bukirieſs after various Efforts 


and 0% ng Trials, human Wit n Invention 
owered, the Purſuit 1 is d drox : De 


"ad "Things go ſaveiothlly e., and are 
deſtined End. 'But who 
gave this unexpected Turn of Thought, who 
ug Rod. thas ee Hint? even that _ 


| and Motif the Hear, Abd net anly the 


before the Houſe of Counons. 92 


Virtues, but even the Vices of Men contribute 
to work his Pleaſure. The Love of Conqueſt, 
and Thirft of Power, were Motives in the 
Breaſt of Cyrus for making War, and extend- 
ing his Dominions, but theſe Paſſions were 
calculated for the Accompliſhment « of a Plan 
| he never thought of, and as deſigned, be- 
came the Means, by which the enflaved Peo- 
ple of God procured their Liberty, obtained 
Privileges, and re-eſtabliſhed their long ne- 
glected Government, and publick Worſhip. 
Thus was it the Voice of God, as well as of 
Ambition, which drew Cyrus, into the Field, 
and made him Conqueror of the World; and 
thus, @ Man's Heart may deviſe his e 
. Lord directeth his . But 


| Though-God en Rok as New not ar- 
bitrarily controul the Powers of Man; and hu- 
man Condu& is fo far from being excluded 
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from the T radfaQion of human. Affairs, that 
he is endued with Abilities and Faculties on 
Purpoſe for the Government, and Management 
of them. And the right Application and Ex- 

ertion, or the Neglect and Abuſe of theſe Ta- 
lents, will always decide the Fate of Nations; ; 
for by the Wills and Actions of the e 
Kingdoms flouriſh, and are eſtabliſhed ; or de- 
| Ws" And are overthrown, 25 


pe + The A eee ts which God 
originally, made with the Jews, has always 
heea, and is nom in in full Force with every 
Kingdom under Heaven. By hearkening to, 
and obeying the Voice of God, a People may 
become a Treaſure. to. Him.;'or by refuſing to 
hear, or attend to the divine Commands, they 


| vl be liable to his heavieſt Ben, 8 


ay > —— * — —. to the 1 — ac 
15 God is the fureſt Means of procuring his F a- 


vour, 


Jefore the Hoſe of Com MON s. | 2c 


your, and, how amiable muſt a Society be, 
whoſe fundamental Principle of Action is ſin- 
leſs Obedience. A Situation more to be wiſh- 
ed for, than expected in our State of Infirmity 
and Imperfection. Yet, we may be aſſured 
that all the divine Laws are deſigned for, and 

conducive to our Happineſs; and whenever we 
go aſtray from the Obſervation of them, every 
devious Step we take carries us ſo far into the 
gloomy Paths of Miſery and Wretchedneſs. 
Divine Mercy will overlook Sins of Frailty, but 
how can wilful Tranſgreſſions be atoned for? 
Even againſt zhe/e the Gates of Heaven are 
not ſo barred, but that Repentance and Re- 
formation will gain Admittance. Amend- 
ment of Life and Manners is one conſtant Sa- 
crifice—one continual Thankſgiving ; ; and the 
Glory of a Nation is the Practice of Virtue; 
but the Continuance i in Sin is a Diſgrace and Re- 
proach to any People. Though we cannot lite- 
at D rally 
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rally be guilty of the Idolatry praQtiſed by the 
L Fews, yet what do we 1ebs than facrifice to the 
Gulden Calſ, when we put our Truft and Con- 
fidence in any Thing but God himſelf? When 
we rely and depend upon our own Wit or Wiſ- 
dom, when we think that we compaſs our De- 
ſigns by our own Reſolution and Power, when 
we impute Succeſs to our own Skill and Ma- 
nagement, we not /acrifice to our or? 
do we not vaunt with the Aſſprian Rag; That 
we have done it by our Strength and. Wiſdom, 


„ far ue are prudent ? So far were the Heathens 


themſelves from leaning on the bruifed andweak 
Reeds of human Support, that we always find 
them at their Altars, imploring the divine Aſſi- 
ſtance before any Enterprize, b e 
105 Forgireneſi at the Miſcarriage of it; 

Ads of Praiſe and: Adoration, when ſoccebbul; 
always imputing to their own Sinsan Wicked- 
nel the: 1 Things; W 


; i in 
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Sy 4 * 8 
» - 4 x Ne 


before the Houſe of Bonden 2 7 


ting, with the humbleſt Acknowledgments, the 
proſperous Iſſue of them to their Gods. | 


And how 1 5 was 1 * Royal Plalmif to 
return Thanks, for the daily Providence and 
Protection of his God; but when any peculiar 
Mercies were vouchſafed to him, what Rap- 
tures of Adoration, Praiſe, and Confidence 
do we hear? I will love Thee, O Lord, my 
Strength ; the Lord is my Rock, my Fortreſs, 
and my Deliverer, my God, my Strength, | 
in Him will I truſt. He knew the Power 
and Efficacy of Praiſe; | be found by Ex- 
perience, that with ſuch Sacrifices God was 
well Pleaſed. But not content to give Glory 
unto God in his more private Meditations 
and Devotions, his grateful Heart pants to 
ſpread forth his Creator s Praiſe; and with the 
moſt pathetick and v warm Exhortations, he in- 
vites all Mankind to Join in this moſt amiable 


D 2 Duty : 


28 
Duty: 0h that Men would praife the Lord for 
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his G codneſs, and declare the Wonders which he 
doth Fn rhe bon ny of Men & 


Shall not we now accept of this Favitation 


af David, ſhall we: not follow. his Example i in 


the Cloſet, and in the Temple? Every Per- 


ſon's particular Conduct muſt direct him i in 
the former, — but let the latter be the —_— 


of this Den s Com memoration. 


ik it is at all e PIER in all Places, our 


oſt. bounden E Duty to return Thanks, can 


Time or Place be better adapted to this ſacred 
Purpoſe ? When new, and remarkable Bleſſings 


bave been granted to us, then the wonderful 
Operations, of Providence are ſtrongeſt on our 
Minds; then warmed with Gratitude, are we 


better ail to all the Acts of Worſhip and 


| Thankſgiving, But e ſhould I take from 


that 
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that pious Warmth were I to enter on the 
Hiſtory of our late happy and rapid Succeſſes; 
it is therefore more peculiarly y Duty to en- 
deavour to avail myſelf of this ny happy 

e . 


05 come then, let us this Day Ang unto the 
Lord; let-us heartily rejoice in the Strength of 


our Salvation; Let us come before His Preſence 


with Thankſgiving ; let us ſhew ourſelves glad 


in Him with Pſalms. 


All ab is due to the Almighty for 
giving us the Subject of this Day's Solemnity. 
We may keep it with Joy - but let our Joy be 


decent; let it be a Chriſtiun, not a Roman 
Triumph. Inſolence ill becomes us at any 
Time, and much leſs ſo, when the Sword is 
not ſheathed; nor the Fate of War decided. 


TOO often the Remembrance of Mercies dies 
| with. 
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with dio Day appointed for the Obſervation 
of them, But ours ſure have been too ſignal, 
and too great to deſerve ſo ſhort-lived a Fate, 
Vaniſhing and unavailing- —contemptuous and 
affronting to the Deity muſt that Gratitude be 
Which reaches not the Heart. With one Heart 
then, and one Mind (if we wiſh for the Con- 
finuance of divine Favours and Mercies) let us 


atm eh — * x 
e 


fly to, and take Security i in Religion, which is 


of more Force than the cloſeſt Phalanx, or the 
ſtrongeſt Bulwark. Religion is the Mother 
of true Courage, and the ſureſt Leader to all 

| Succeſs, Clad in her celeſtial Armour, ba- 
ving on the B reaft-plate of Righteouſneſs ; and 
the Helmut of Salvation; ; taking the Shield of 
Faith, and the Sword 
be in all Parts invulnerable. And to the Re- 


word of 1 the Spirit; we ſhall 


giot 6 Chriſtians, let us add the Reſolution 


5 of ; and while the Praiſes of God are in 
our - Mus, * a gn Sword be in our 
7 Hands. 
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Hands. What Succeſs may we not. expect, 
what Invaſions need we fear, if the ſame Una 


nimity and Loyalty, which are paid to our 


King and Country, be joined alſo in the Ex- 


erciſe of Religion and Worſhip to our God. 


Praiſes and Thankſgivings will be the moſt 
powerful Intercefſivay at the Throne of Grace 
for Bleſſings on any People; theſe the only Re- 
fuge in Times of Danger; zhe/z the only Means 
of Security in Times of Peace and Tranqui- 
lity. And while we are returning Thanks for 
paſt Mercies, in bumble Truſt and Confidence 


let us hope for more among whichlet Us prin- 


cipally implore God, that He would be pleaſed 


to take our moſt gracious Sovereign and his 


faithful Ally into his Protection againſt all the 
Aſſaults of their Enemies, and that He would 
keep them ſafe under the Shadow of his Wings, 
until this Tyranny be over-paſt. And among 
our many late Bleſſings, let it never be forgot 

how 
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